
NCTE Books Program 
 
Though expenses came in $144,000 under budget and some strong-selling titles were released late in the fiscal year, 
fewer book releases and an aging backlist added up to weak total sales, resulting in a deficit of $401,530. 
 
We are increasing the number of titles published in FY16, and marketing and promotional efforts have been stronger 
than in recent years. We continue to receive a steady flow of book proposal submissions (around 2-3 per month), 
though our total acceptance rate remains under 10%. 
 
We expanded our ebook offerings this year, creating PDF ebook versions of all new titles and of several older ones. 
 
Promotional Efforts 
 
Marketing efforts this year included targeted email promotions; the annual catalog; themed print fliers; highlighting 
of titles in the weekly INBOX newsletter, section-level NOW messages, and the Literacy and NCTE blog; social media 
outreach (Twitter, Facebook); and visibility through the NCTE Online Store. We continue to partner with 
Amazon.com to ensure that NCTE titles are available through the online retailer. 
 
NCTE introduced a School Membership program for K–12 schools, and five NCTE book titles were made available to 
teachers at these schools to use in group professional learning situations. 
 
NCTE book authors continue to be deeply involved in other Council activities and services. Our authors 

 create lessons for the very popular ReadWriteThink website (www.readwritethink.org), many of which are 
tied to their book publications 

 frequently publish in journals produced by NCTE and others 

 appear in NCTE On-Air Web events and in interviews on Education Talk Radio 

 provide professional learning opportunities through Web seminars (available through the NCTE Online 
Store in On Demand archived form after the live event), Investigations, and online courses 

 
Editorial Board 
 
New members welcomed to the Board this year were Amy Magnafichi Lucas (Secondary) and Duane Roen (College). 
They joined the seven other members of the Board: Heidi Mills and Vivian Vasquez (Elementary); Jamal Cooks 
(Middle); Ken Lindblom (Secondary); Scott Warnock (College); Kristen Hawley Turner (Teacher Education); and 
Korina Jocson (Research). 
 
The terms of members Korina Jocson, Heidi Mills, Kristen Hawley Turner, and Scott Warnock will end after the 2015 
Annual Convention. As always, we are indebted to the members of the Board for their dedication. They generously 
give of their time and of their scholarship, serving the Council by articulating a strategic vision for the Books Program 
in fiscally and educationally challenging times. 
 
New Titles (published July 2014–June 2015) 
 
Principles in Practice imprint [Editor: Cathy Fleischer] 
 

 Denstaedt, Linda, Laura Jane Roop, and Stephen Best, Doing and Making Authentic Literacies (Literacies of 
the Disciplines strand) 

 Lattimer, Heather, Real-World Literacies: Disciplinary Teaching in the High School Classroom (Literacies of 
the Disciplines strand) 

 Turner, Kristen Hawley, and Troy Hicks, Connected Reading: Teaching Adolescent Readers in a Digital World 
(Reading in Today’s Classrooms strand)  

 Bass II, William L., and Franki Sibberson, Digital Reading: What’s Essential in Grades 3–8 (Reading in Today’s 
Classrooms strand) 

 
Kurt Austin, NCTE Senior Developer, Publications 



College Composition and Communication (CCC) 
 
College Composition and Communication (http://www.ncte.org/cccc/ccc/) publishes research and scholarship in 
rhetoric and composition studies that supports college teachers in reflecting on and improving their practices in 
teaching writing and that reflects the most current scholarship and theory in the field. The field of composition studies 
draws on research and theories from a broad range of humanistic disciplines—English studies, rhetoric, cultural 
studies, gay studies, gender studies, critical theory, education, technology studies, race studies, communication, 
philosophy of language, anthropology, sociology, and others—and from within composition and rhetoric studies, 
where a number of subfields have also developed, such as technical communication, computers and composition, 
writing across the curriculum, research practices, and the history of these fields.  
 
As Editor of CCC, I present to you here a brief update of current activity on CCC under my editorship. 
 
Current Activities: My editorship began with the February 2014 issue; this year, like last year, we have continued to 
publish a mix of articles and review essays in addition to the routine annual offerings (e.g., the CCCC Chair’s Address). 
Our acceptance rate, including peer reviewed but pre-screened and invited submissions (as with the special issue 
discussed below), is about 16.5%. Nearly every article we submit goes through two rounds of two blind peer reviews 
each, with at least one, and often more than one, round of revision before publication.  
 
We also have some special features that I have continued running, following the previous editor’s lead, including a 
symposium on a special topic, usually in the February issue, and an annual list of and thanks to reviewers.  I have 
also set up a new annual feature, a collection of short literacy narratives, that will usually appear in the September 
issue and that speak to the range, breadth, and depth of what “literacy” means across professionals in our discipline.  
Like Professor Yancey, I am also running some special issues, but have opted not to run one annually so that we can 
include more submitted and reviewed content.  My first special issue, scheduled for September 2016, is on “The 
Political Economies of Composition,” and we are in the process of vetting and selecting articles for it; all articles go 
through the same peer review process as any other article submitted to the journal and sent out for review.  I’m in 
discussion with the editorial board about the next special issue, scheduled for September 2018. 
  
In terms of editorial policy, I have discussed with the board and made one important change to the language on the 
CCC website about the use of student and other unpublished work in submitted articles.  The old guidelines read as 
follows: 
 

Research Practices and Citing Unpublished Work. If your article reports the results of   empirical or 
observational research, you need to be attentive to the ethics as well as the validity of your research 
methods. In any article, if you quote or otherwise reproduce unpublished writing by students or teachers 
or others, you need to get permission from the writers to do so, even if you use their writing anonymously. 
Permission forms for citing unpublished work are available from the CCC editor.  

 
The new guidelines are:  
 

Research Practices and Citing Unpublished Work. If your article reports the results of   empirical or 
observational research, you need to be attentive to the ethics as well as the validity of your research 
methods. Before submitting your work for consideration, please be aware that, if you use, quote, or 
otherwise reproduce unpublished writing by students or teachers or others, you should either have 
clearance from your local IRB or permission in writing from the writers to do so, even if you use their writing 
anonymously. Click HERE to read/download a copy of the CCC permission form needed to include the work 

of others in your submission (especially student work).  

  
We believe this change brings our submission policies more in alignment with best practices in the field of 
composition studies and with the NCTE CCCC position statement on the Ethical Conduct of Research in Composition 
Studies (November 2003, revised March 2015).  The editorial board unanimously approved this change in language. 
 
Submission and Acceptance Statistics (May 2014-May2015):  
 

http://www.ncte.org/cccc/ccc/


Submissions and Statuses: 
 Decisions Made:     182 
  Initial Submission (27) 

Accept Conditionally:       7 
Revise and Resubmit:     54 
Rejected After Review:     75 
Desk Rejected:      27 

After Revision 1 (1) 
Accept:        7 
Accept Conditionally:    14 
Reject:      22 

After Revision 2 (2) 
Accept:        2 

Pending Submissions:        0 
Withdrawn/Incomplete Submissions:      3 

Total Decisions/Submissions:      95 
 
Performance Statistics 

Review Process 
Total Reviewers Utilized    304 
Unique Reviewers Utilized   244 
Average Days to Complete Review    42.7 
# of Early Reviews    245 

Average # of Days Early     23.2 
# of Late Reviews      64 

Average # of Days Late       2 
Reviewer “Accept” Recommendation Rate   16.5% 

Decisions 
Turnaround Time to Initial Decision    57.4 

Acceptance Rate (New)       5.1% 
Acceptance Rate (Revised)    47.6% 

Acceptance Rate (Overall)     16.5%  
 
Board Members: The current CCC Editorial Board has 20 members. They, and their areas of intellectual inquiry, are 
listed below. So that terms are staggered, one group cycled off last year; another group is cycling off this year; and 
a third group is cycling off in 2016.  
 
CONTINUING: Linda Adler-Kassner, University of California, Santa Barbara (2014-2016) 
Writing and public policy; public outreach/engagement; literacy/history; writing pedagogy; writing program 
administration  
 
CYCLING OFF: Lena Ampadu, Towson University (2013-2015) 
African American rhetoric  
 
CYCLING OFF: Chris Anson, North Carolina State University (2010-2011; 2014-2015) 
WAC/CAC; Writing Program Administration; writing assessment  
 
CYCLING OFF: Anis Bawarshi, University of Washington (2013-2015) 
Rhetorical genre studies; knowledge transfer; Writing Program Administration; genre studies; language polity and 
FYC  
 
CONTINUING: Barbara Bird, Taylor University (2014-2016) 
Writer identities; basic writing; WAW; affective influences on writers; transfer; qualitative research; writing center; 
WAC/WID  
 
CONTINUING: Scott Lloyd DeWitt, Ohio State University (2014-2016) 



Computers and composition; digital rhetoric; delivery of composition  
 
CONTINUING: Dylan Dryer, University of Maine (2015-2017) 
Genre theory/genre uptake; writing pedagogy and program administration; corpus-analysis; institutional document-
cycling practices; rhetorical construction of land-use management practices  
 
CONTINUING: Cinthia Gannet, Fairfield University (2014-2016) 
WAC/WID/WC research; international writing studies; archival studies and histories of literacy Education (especially 
women's education); classical rhetoric; journals and diaries; portfolios; FYC and Core curricula  
 
CONTINUING: Anne Herrington, University of Massachusetts, Amherst (2014-2016) 
Qualitative research on writing and teaching; WAC/WID; assessment  
 
CONTINUING: Maria Jersky, LaGuardia Community College (2014-2016) 
Multilingual writing; writing textbooks; writing self-efficacy; digital writing  
 
CYCLING OFF: David Jolliffe, University of Arkansas (2013-2015) 
Rhetoric and literacy  
 
CONTINUING: James Kalmbach, Illinois State University (2014-2016) 
Technology and pedagogy; computer-supported classrooms (theoretical, pedagogical and facilities issues); web 
design, code studies, and digital cultural; technical communication (especially pedagogy); multimodal composition; 
the relationship of rhetoric/composition/ technical communication to English Studies  
 
CONTINUING: Lu Ming Mao, Miami University (2015-2017) 
Comparative rhetoric; ethnic rhetoric; Asian American/Chinese American rhetoric; history of rhetoric; 
translingual/transcultural spaces and writings; pragmatics and critical discourse analysis  
 
CONTINUING: Paula Mathieu, Boston College (2015-2017) 
Rhetorical studies of public cultures; community-based writing as social action; writing pedagogy; university-
community partnerships; FYC  
 
CONTINUING: Kevin Roozen, University of Central Florida (2014-2016) 
Literate development; disciplinary writing; literacies beyond the classroom; longitudinal perspectives of writing   
 
CONTINUING: Carol Rutz, Carleton College (2014-2016) 
WAC; assessment; pedagogy; faculty development  
 
CONTINUING: Raúl Sánchez, University of Florida (2014-2016) 
Theory; ethnicity; pedagogy  
 
CYCLING OFF: Erec Smith, Ursinus College (2013-2015) 
Writing Center and Writing Program administration; composition theory; political rhetoric  
 
CONTINUING: Patrick Sullivan, Manchester Community College (2014-2016) 
Open admissions; college-level writing; basic writing; social justice; class and race  
 
CONTINUING: Sheila Carter Tod, Virginia Tech (2014-2016) 
Race, language and empowerment and/or language and dis-empowerment; assessment; writing/discourse 
 
I list here potential new board members. Thank you in advance for your consideration.  
 
Tobi Jacobi (tobi.jacobi@colostate.edu) is Associate Professor of English at Colorado State University. According to 
her faculty profile (http://english.colostate.edu/author/tjacobi), she is a specialist in community literacy studies. 
“Professor Jacobi teaches courses in argument, public writing, composition theory, feminist theory and 
methodology, critical pedagogy, and literacy theory. She is [also] the director of the Center for Community Literacy, 
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Research and Outreach in the Department of English at Colorado State University […and…] serves as the director of 
the CSU Writing Center. Her recent research focuses on understanding the complexities of moving adult literacy 
beyond the GED, the ethics of community-university relationships, and incarcerated women writers as activists.”  
 
Vorris Nunley (vorris.nunley@ucr.edu) is Associate Professor of English at the University of California, Riverside. He 
is interested in rhetorical and Critical theory, public pedagogies and composition, visual culture, neo-liberalism and 
African American expressive culture.  His work addresses the intersections of rhetoric, space, and episteme 
(knowledge). Informed by work in literature, rhetoric (traditional/ethnic/gendered), cultural studies, and 
critical/feminist geography, Professor Nunley argues for the existence of a strand of African American rhetoric  and 
knowledge he refers to as African American Hush Harbor Rhetoric (AAHHR). Recently, his work engages 
neoliberalism as a public pedagogy and how it commodifies, produces, and mediates the construction and reception 
of masculinity/femininity, Blackness, the communal, and excess 
( http://english.ucr.edu/people/faculty/vorris-nunley).  
 
Octavio Pimentel (octavio.pimentel@txstate.edu) is Associate Professor of Rhetoric and Composition in the 
Department of English at Texas State University. He works across the disciplines of rhetoric/ writing and education 
to “[address] critical issues of minoritized individuals in the composition field” 
(http://marc.english.txstate.edu/Directory/Faculty/Pimentel.html). Other research interests include composition 
studies, theory, and pedagogy; minority rhetorics and literacy practices; and qualitative research. He holds a BA and 
an MA from CSU Chico, and a PhD in the Social Foundation of Education with an emphasis in rhet/comp from the 
University of Utah. In 2013, he was elected to the CCCC/NCTE Executive Committee.   
 
Katrina Powell (kmpowell@vt.edu) is Associate Professor of Rhetoric and Writing and Director of the Women’s and 
Gender Studies Program at Virginia Tech. Previously, she was Assistant Professor of English and Women’s and 
Gender Studies at Louisiana State University, where she received tenure. She holds a BA in English: Journalism from 
Mary Washington College; an MA in Professional Writing and Editing from George Mason University; and a PhD in 
Rhetoric and Composition from the University of Louisville. Her research interests include displacement narratives, 
human rights rhetorics, research methodologies, and feminist autobiography. She is currently working on projects 
related to identity, displacement, and narrative in Sri Lanka; feminist autobiography as activism; and rhetorics of 
eminent domain (http://www.sociology.vt.edu/People/Faculty/katypowell.html).   
 
Keith Rhodes (krhodes@hastings.edu) is Assistant Professor of English at Hastings College in Nebraska. He holds a 
JD from the University of North Dakota and a PhD in English from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He notes on 
his faculty profile (http://www.hastings.edu/majorsprograms/undergraduate-majors/languages-literatures-
department/english/faculty/dr-keith-rhodes) that he “spends most of his time studying how college students learn 
to become better writers, with a special interest in how students develop a written style that readers want to read.” 
  
In conclusion: Finally, I would be remiss to conclude without thanking several people: first, the officers of CCCC; 
second, the University of California, Irvine School of Humanities, whose support has been invaluable; third, the many, 
many reviewers and Editorial Board members; fourth, Rona Smith and Kurt Austin at NCTE, and Jane Curran, our 
copy-editor; and fifth the CCC Editorial Assistants—Loren Eason and Jasmine Lee, who have made my transition to 
becoming editor a true joy. 
 
Jonathan Alexander, Editor 
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College English (CE) 
 
College English (http://www.ncte.org/journals/ce) is the professional journal for the college scholar-teacher. CE 
publishes articles about literature, rhetoric-composition, critical theory, creative writing theory and pedagogy, 
linguistics, literacy, reading theory, pedagogy, and professional issues related to the teaching of English. Each issue 
also includes opinion pieces, review essays, and letters from readers. Contributions may work across traditional field 
boundaries; authors represent the full range of institutional types. Published September, November, January, March, 
May, and July. 
 
For the 2014-2015 year, College English again received a healthy number of manuscripts and again held those 
manuscripts to high standards, accepting only a small percentage that represented the best quality work in our field, 
from a range of sub-disciplinary perspectives.  
 
General trends for the journal this year were a near-identical number of total submissions as compared with last 
year; an slight increase in manuscripts that were accepted after review, with a concomitant increase in our usual 
acceptance rate—going from about 9% for 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 to about 6% for 2013-2014 and now about 
13% for 2014-2015, which I discuss below.  
 
Despite all of this year’s shifting statistics, College English continues to be a highly selective journal to which a variety 
of exciting scholars are drawn and which subsequently is able to publish some of the best work in English studies 
today—particularly work that directly impacts the postsecondary classroom setting and/or the professional 
preparation and ongoing development of college faculty in English, Writing, and related areas.  
 
Since July 1st, 2014, my assistant editors and I have received 146 manuscripts for consideration (which somehow 
turns out to be basically identical to the 147 total submissions received in 2013-2014) through the Editorial Manager 
system, which continues to generate very positive feedback from reviewers and authors in now its fourth year of 
use. We continue our internal policy of responding with a decision to manuscripts within eight weeks’ time, and 
more typically are able to respond within five to six weeks. We continue also to ask authors who receive a Revise 
and Resubmit decision to resubmit their manuscript within a prescribed time period (usually eight to twelve weeks, 
depending upon the depth and number of revisions required), and this request continues to be met almost without 
exception. Additionally, this year, only 1 author who was invited to revise and resubmit declined to do so.  
 
Reviewers are given four weeks to review, and of the 91 unique reviewers who agreed to read manuscripts for us 
this past year (an additional 23 declined, and 20 were un-invited after seven days of no response to the EM invitation 
letter), the average time from assignment to submission of a manuscript review was 1.7 days, and the average time 
to submit a review (from acceptance of assignment to completion) was 25.2 days. So, I would hypothesize, as I have 
in the past that the EM system continues to be not only more efficient for my own purposes, but also continues to 
provide a greater degree of accountability for and communication between myself and our manuscript reviewers. 
The word is also out that we are “fast and fair,” to summarize feedback that I have heard from prospective authors 
and colleagues. Part of this reputation—the fast part—is most likely due to the success of EM. The “fair” part also 
comes in part from EM, as reviewers enjoy being able to see full manuscript decision letters. We strive to uphold the 
fair aspect through our open communication with authors, our commitment to timely and well-reasoned decisions, 
and our attention to privileging new scholarly talent in our pages wherever possible.  
 
Of the 146 manuscripts received through EM between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015, 95 were rejected without 
being sent out for review. Of these rejections, 49 were withdrawn by the editor or her assistant without a narrative 
decision letter sent to the author beyond a standard rejection email generated by the EM system, and customized 
by me (because these works were inappropriate for the journal in either scope, content, or general presentation—
e.g., research reports, which we continue to receive from overseas scholars unfamiliar with the journal, or unrevised 
conference papers, or work that is of a non-scholarly genre). A further 46 were rejected by the editor prior to being 
sent out for review, but with an accompanying narrative/rationale letter for the decision sent to the author. A total 
of 20 manuscripts, or 13.6% of all submissions, were eventually accepted for publication after peer review.  
 
Sharp-eyed readers will note that this acceptance rate is nearly double that of 2013-2014 (which I reported as 6%). 
I account for this in two ways: First, we had two symposia for that year, as well as several comment-response and 
other non-reviewed features (such as Matsuda et.al’s Open Letter) which reduced the number of spaces we had for 
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external submissions. Second, I have at the time of this writing accepted five articles for publication that will appear 
in my final volume year (Volume 79), and I have filled all of Volume 78—thus I am currently working further into the 
future than I typically do with submissions, as I anticipate my final issues. If we take just those works accepted for 
Volume 79 away from the total accepted, the percentage of acceptances/acceptance rate goes down to 10.2%. 
Finally, I believe the quality of manuscripts was just less stellar last year than in this year, which allowed me to accept 
more work. There seems to be a gap developing between wholly unsuitable MSS that do not go out for review and 
high-quality work that receives very favorable reviews from the readers. There is less in the typical “middle.” I was 
surprised, nonetheless, to do the calculations for this report and find my acceptance rate to be this much higher 
(using either figure) for the past year, even as these numbers are within standards for the flagship publication.  
 
The submission statistics, in sum, for July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 are: 
 

 35% of all manuscripts (51 of 146) received were sent out for review  

 33% of these manuscripts (17 of 51) received a decision of revise and resubmit; 6 of 56 (10.7%) received a 
decision of accept conditionally. 

 87.5% of these peer-reviewed manuscripts (21 of 24) were accepted for publication (this total figure 
accounts for 1 author who declined to revise, and 1 manuscript that is still out for revisions as of this writing, 
plus 1 manuscript that was rejected after resubmission) 

 
Additionally, we published several review essays which do not go through the EM system, as these are all solicited 
separately by the editor and her staff.  
  
Of these manuscripts that we have accepted for publication, we have been able to arrange our usual thought-
provoking issues to constitute our current volume (78) that we hope will again speak to a variety of constituencies 
within the CE readership. At this point, we have filled all of our issues in this volume, as well as the September 2016 
and November 2016 issues (a special issue on race and assessment guest-edited by Mya Poe and Asao Inoue), and 
part of the January 2017 issue. As such, I have very few slots remaining for incoming manuscripts; at present, if 
articles in various stages of revision should turn out to be publishable, I may have as few as four open slots (or the 
July 2017 issue) left to fill. If these MSS out for revision are not successful, I will have as many as ten slots (or about 
2 ½ issues). I anticipate that if all the anticipated content works for the rest of January 2017 and March 2017, and if 
the volume of submissions of publishable quality continues, I will have filled up all my remaining issues as editor 
shortly after the turn of the coming year, and almost certainly by CCCC 2016 in April. I have already discussed this 
situation with Kurt Austin, and he and I have a plan for transitioning any remaining manuscripts, or lack thereof, to 
the new CE editor (who will be appointed sometime after Annual of this year and will begin work in late 
summer/early fall 2016).  
 
Here is a rough outline of the contents of Volume 78, including issues both published and forthcoming: 
 
September 2015 (published):  
We have Becca Tarsa digital interfaces piece as our Emerging Voices feature, Pamela Van Haitsma’s digital archives 
piece, Holly Hassel et.al’s remediation study piece, and Lori Ostergaard’s review essay on titles focusing on 19th C 
women’s rhetoric.  
 
November 2015 (published): 
November will include three pieces on “advice” in various forms: Jenny Rice’s article on “para-experts,” Dara 
Reiganon’s article on 19th C advice literature for women, and Brenda Glascott’s article on historical texts on letter 
writing. It also includes a review essay on books focused on race and difference in writing centers, authored by 
Lauren Fitzgerald and Sarah Blazer.  
 
January 2016 (forthcoming): 
January is an issue-long, guest-edited symposium by Anis Bawarshi, Juan Guerra, Min-Zhan Lu, and Bruce Horner, as 
well as several other prominent scholars in this field.  
 
March 2016 (forthcoming): 



March includes our first-ever double EV issue of CE, led by Jessica Bannon’s archival study of adult literacy education 
article and Matt Sumpter’s discussion of composition theory and creative writing pedagogical models. We also have 
Steve Lamos’ article on Non-Tenure Track faculty and affective labor models, as well as a review essay on 
composition pedagogy titles by Stephanie Kerschbaum and a Comment-Response section by Jay Jordan (response) 
and Brian Ray (comment).  
 
May 2016 (forthcoming): 
In May, we again are fortunate to have a double EV issue, with Charles Lesh’s article on history-space archival work, 
and Gregory Coles’ article on theories of derogatory language. We also have Katherine Fredlund’s article on 
historiographic examples of Feminist Activity Theory (Feminist “CHAT”) and   
Christie Toth’s review essay on recent titles in multicultural rhetoric.  
 
July 2016 (forthcoming): 
Our last issue of this volume will feature Casey Boyle’s article on post human rhetorics and writing,   
Nancy Bou Ayash’s article on translingualism, and Lisa Arnold’s archival study of the Syrian Protestant College. We 
round out this issue with a review essay on several new titles in creative writing studies by Stephanie Vanderslice.  
  
Finally, I will add that our Facebook page for the journal, which we started over three years ago, continues to be a 
good way to publicize the work we are doing. While I understand that NCTE journal editors now are advised against 
creating social media sites independent of the organization, our page does have 807 “likes” (in FB language) and is 
working well as a publicity mechanism. Our posts—typically regarding the current just-published issue of the journal, 
with a link to the CE website on the NCTE homepage—usually “reach” 600-1,000 visitors, and are shared by many of 
them, on their own personal FB pages. It is far from a perfect promotional tool, but we feel it does give the journal 
some added visibility within social media and reaches those less-familiar with NCTE (including non-subscribers), 
complementing our in-person editorial presence at the NCTE, CCCC, and CWPA annual meetings.  
 
I welcome any comments, feedback, or questions from the committee regarding the work completed this year, or 
any of our editorial initiatives thus far. I can be reached at either of the email addresses below. 
 
Kelly Ritter, Editor 
 
  



English Education (EE) 
 
English Education (http://www.ncte.org/journals/ee) is published by the Conference on English Education (CEE), and 
serves as a forum for discussion of issues related to the nature of our discipline and the education and development 
of English teachers at all levels, primarily middle and high school. (Published October, January, April, and July.)  
 
NCTE Emphases: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and institutional 
decision making, (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the local, state, 
and federal levels.  
 
After each section below, we indicate which goal is met by bolding the number in parentheses. For example (2) or 
(2, 3).  
 

Overview of the Journal 
 
English Education is the journal of the Conference on English Education (CEE), constituent organization of the 
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE). The journal serves teachers who are engaged in the preparation, 
support, and continuing education of teachers of English language arts/literacy at all levels of instruction. (1, 2).  
English Education publishes two types of articles:  theoretical/empirical articles and Provocateur Pieces. 
 
Theoretical/Empirical Articles contain a wide range of topics related to the nature of our discipline as it spans all 
levels of instruction. Though the focus of the journal has historically been on the education and development of 
secondary teachers of English, we—the incoming coeditors—believe that  
prekindergarten/elementary/secondary/postsecondary distinctions as well as conventional notions of “English” and 
“literacy” are somewhat arbitrary silos that we would do well to dismantle. We also invite scholars in related 
disciplines to consider English Education as a venue as long as they can make a case for their work’s relevance to 
English teacher education. To this end, we especially encourage manuscripts that are multidisciplinary, multicultural, 
and/or intergenerational in their approach and authorship in keeping with intersectional conceptions of teaching 
and research. (1, 3, 4) 
 
Provocateur Pieces are short works that challenge the status quo in both their form and content. They can be written 
in a variety of modalities (e.g., multimodal, graphic, multigenre, op-ed, podcasts, etc.) and should contain examples 
of, and ideas for, engaging in politics and activism. We aim to support and elevate the beleaguered and embattled 
teachers and teacher educators we serve via this creative and cathartic outlet. (1, 4) 
 

Activities 
 
Background:  We assumed our responsibilities as incoming co-editors after our “boot camp” training at NCTE 
headquarters July 30-August 1, 2014.  Our editorial assistants also received the training (Chea Parton attended the 
boot camp in person; Ellie Haberl participated via Skype).  Tasks requiring our immediate attention included learning 
to navigate the Editorial Manager software system; revising all materials in the EM system and on the website (e.g., 
correspondence templates, submission guidelines, directions for reviewers, contact information, and descriptors to 
match manuscript content with reviewer expertise); creating and sending an introductory letter to existing 
reviewers; developing a dynamic system and process for sharing journal responsibilities; and processing the nine 
manuscripts that had accumulated in the queue since June 2014, which was the cutoff point for the outgoing editors’ 
consideration of new manuscripts.  Subsequent tasks included creating and disseminating a recruitment flyer for 
authors and reviewers; redesigning the cover and interior of the journal; inviting graduate students to serve as fourth 
reviewers to give them the opportunities such an experience affords; and modifying our process as new challenges 
arose. (1, 2) 
 
Numbers: We had 72 new manuscripts come in during the fiscal year.  Of those, 3 were accepted for our first 
(October 2015) issue, which was in the copyediting stage at the close of FY14-15.  Our acceptance rate thus far is 
consistent with the rigor of previous years’ rates at about 10%. (1, 3) 
 
Future Plans:  We co-wrote the first editorial and took joint responsibility for the various tasks associated with the 
first issue, but hereafter we will alternate responsibility for the production and editorial content of issues, beginning 

http://www.ncte.org/journals/ee
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with Tara for the January 2016 issue.  There may be some exceptions—e.g., if and when themed issues are accepted 
(we anticipate about 1 per year; they’ll follow the same format but undergo a different review process—detailed on 
our website) and guest editors elect to include an editorial. (1) 
 
NCTE’s Strategic Goals:  We close by noting that our new cover design, which features a concept map of central 
challenges we expect our field to face and address during our tenure (see below), is very much aligned to NCTE’s 
strategic goals as outlined on the NCTE website—most obviously those concerning 21st Century Literacies, Closing 
the Achievement Gap, Testing and Assessment, English Language Learners, and Teacher Evaluation.  
 

 
Tara Johnson and sj Miller, Co-Editors 
 
  



English Journal (EJ) 
 
English Journal (http://www.ncte.org/journals/ej) is a journal of ideas for English language arts teachers in junior 
and senior high schools and middle schools. EJ presents information on the teaching of writing and reading, literature, 
and language. Each issue examines the relationship of theory and research to classroom practice in the teaching of 
English. Published bimonthly, September, November, January, March, May, and July. 
 
Editorial Team 
 
The editorial team consists of co-editors Julie Gorlewski and David Gorlewski (both are assistant professors at the 
State University of New York at New Paltz); Theresa Kay, senior editorial associate operating out of Fairbanks, Alaska; 
and two editorial associates John Mazzone and Steve Wagner (graduate students from SUNY New Paltz). In addition, 
NCTE production assistant Rona Smith provides prompt and expert assistance in preparing the journal for final 
publication. Finally, members of the Secondary Steering Section contribute theme-based introductory articles in 
each issue under the heading of “High School Matters.” 
 
Writers and Published Manuscripts 
 
With the publication of volume 104, the co-editors had access to an online manuscript submission and peer review 
system for scholarly publications called Editorial Manager (EM). Data from EM indicated that there were 312 
manuscript submissions to English Journal from November 16, 2013 through November 15, 2014 (which was the 
submission deadline for volume 104.1). From these submissions, 59 peer reviewed articles were selected for 
publication. Of that group, 38 articles had first authors who were college or university faculty. Of the remaining 21 
articles, 15 had first authors who were either middle school or high school classroom teachers and 6 were doctoral 
students or research assistants. Those numbers do not include invited authors or the regular columns (which are 
discussed in the next section). Given the number of submissions and the number of articles accepted for publication, 
English Journal has an acceptance rate of 18%. 
 
Columns and Columnists 
 
The editorial team continued columns under the following titles and editors: 
 

 A Thousand Writers: Voices of the National Writing Project – Tanya Baker 

 Carpe Librum: Seize the (YA) Book  - Pauline Skowron-Schmidt 

 Continuous Becoming: Moving Toward Mastery – Victoria P. Hankey & Dawn L. Ryan 

 Disabling Assumptions – Patricia A. Dunn 

 Lingua Anglia: Bridging Language and Learners – Pamela J. Hickey 

 Soft(a)ware in the English Classroom – Tom Liam Lynch 

 Speaking Truth to Power – P.L. Thomas 
 
Two columns were added: 
 

 Under Discussion: Teaching Speaking and Listening – Lisa Barker 

 Book Reviews – Ken Lindblom 
 
Issue Themes and Content 
 
Of the six issues that comprise volume 104, four had central themes. These included 104.1 (A Whole New Ballgame: 
Sports and Culture in the English Classroom guest edited by Alan Brown and Chris Crowe), 104.2 (The Standards 
Movement: A Recent History), 104.3 (Re-thinking “Adolescence” to Re-imagine English guest edited by Sophia Tatiana 
Sargianides, Mark A. Lewis, and Robert Petrone), and 104.4 (Poetry: Rhyme and Reason). 
Issues 104.5 and 104.5 were General Interest issues. 
 
Each issue in volume 104 included a “From the Editors” section and four issues included a “High School Matters” 
column. In all, volume 104 consisted of: 
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 59 articles (including invited authors) 

 22 poems 

 33 columns 

 3 “EJ in Focus”  

 2 “Speaking My Mind” 
 
Poetry 
 
The poetry that appears in EJ is also a part of the blind review process. The editor of the poetry section is Nancy C. 
Krim. The topics and emotions explored in the poems are related to the respective issue’s theme. 
 
Blind Reviewing Process 
EJ is refereed by peer reviewers from both the United States and Canada. Reviewers consist primarily of college 
faculty members and middle and high school English teachers, as well as ELA consultants and librarians. The new 
editorial team has continued the practice of publishing the names of all reviewers in the July issue. 
 
English Journal Writing Awards 
 
The Paul and Kate Farmer English Journal Awards are given to authors of the best articles published in the journal 
during the previous volume year. Eligible entrants must be high school teachers and may include those on leave or 
not currently teaching. The selection committee was chaired by Caitlin Murphy with members Katie Greene, Kaitlen 
Grigsby, Adam Hicks, and Courtney Morgan. 
 
The 2015 award recipients were: 

 Chris Gilbert for A Call for Subterfuge: Shielding the ELA Classroom from the Restrictive Sway of the Common 
Core. Vol. 104.2, November, 2014. 

 Jennifer Rossuck for My Year of Sports. Vol. 104.1, September, 2014. 
 
Honorable Mention went to: 

 Michael Hoffman for Peer Response, Remixed: Authentic Peer Response through Audio Technology. Vol. 
104.4, March, 2015. 

 Alyssa Niccolini for Precocious Knowledge: Using Banned Books to Engage in a Youth Lens. Vol. 104.3, 
January, 2015. 

 
The English Journal Edwin M. Hopkins Award is named after the author of the lead article in the first issue of the 
journal, a former professor of rhetoric and English language at the University of Kansas, member of the first Board 
of Directors of NCTE, and co-author of the first NCTE constitution.The purpose of the award is to recognize 
outstanding English Journal articles written by someone who does not qualify for the English Journal. 
 
The selection committee was chaired by P.L. Thomas with members Katie Greene, Courtney Morgan, April Niemela, 
and Tara Seale.  
 
The 2014 award recipient, presented at the 2015 Convention was: 
 

Heather E. Bruce (University of Montana-Missoula) for "Subversive Acts of Revision: Writing and Justice” 
(Vol 102, No. 6, July 2013). 

 
The Honorable Mentions went to: 
 

April Brannon (California State University-Fullerton) for "Love That Poem! Using Imitation to Teach Poetry" 
(Vol. 102, No. 2, November 2012). 
 
Gregory Shafer (Mott Community College, Flint, Michigan) for “Political Language, Democracy, and the 
Language Arts Classroom” (Vol. 103, No. 2, November 2013). 



 
A Final Note 
 
As noted earlier, Volume 104 included two issues with guest editors: 104.1 A Whole New Ballgame: Sports and 
Culture in the English Classroom – Alan Brown and Chris Crowe (Eds.) and 104.3 Re-thinking “Adolescence” to Re-
imagine English – Sophia Tatiana Sarigianides, Mark A. Lewis, and Robert Petrone (Eds.).  
 
Though the inclusion of guest editors entails additional work on our part, we believe that the practice taps into the 
unique expertise and experiences of educators, and offers the EJ readers topics and discussions of greater variety, 
depth and focus. We plan to continue this practice if and when unique situations present themselves. 
 
Julie A. Gorlewski and David A. Gorlewski, Co-Editors 
 
 
  



English Leadership Quarterly (ELQ) 
 
English Leadership Quarterly (http://www.ncte.org/journals/elq) is a publication of the Conference on English 
Leadership (CEL), and helps department chairs, K-12 supervisors, and other leaders in their role of improving the 
quality of English instruction. ELQ offers short articles on a variety of issues important to decision makers in the 
English language arts. (Published August, October, February, and April) 
 
Since I began editing ELQ with the August 2014 issue, I can see that a great deal of the work on the journal addresses 
the four current emphases of NCTE.  
 
“Cultivating Creativity” (August 2014): This issue addresses the theme as it related to teachers, learners and 
administrators. Of note in this issue are the manuscripts by Christina McCabe (“Get Students Making”) and Limarys 
Caraballo and Meredith Hill (“Curriculum in Action”). These, along with Valerie Mattessich’s “Ad-ding Creativity” 
embraced the emphases of authentic assessment in particular. 
 
“Inspiring Professional Learning” (October 2014): This issue contains the ELQ Best Article award winner, Emily 
Meixner’s “Nurturing Teacher Leadership Through Homegrown Professional Development,” a manuscript that 
addresses capacity for building literacy learning and leadership in institutional decision-making. These emphases are 
also prominent in Susan Chenelle and Audrey Fisch’s manuscript “Cross Collaboration with Informational Text.” 
 
“Leading Through Change” (February 2015): This issue covers capacity building and educational leadership in 
institutional decision making. In “What’s Next for Guided Reading?” Jennifer Berne and Sophie Degener make the 
case for “balancing differentiation with rigor.” Similarly, in “Literacy Learning Network: Observing and Collaborating 
to Lead Instructional Reform,” Sara Woulfin and Rachael Gabriel offer a bird’s-eye view of reflective practice in 
action.  
 
“Collegial Partnership” (April 2015):  In “Rewriting the Narrative of Teacher Education through Collaboration,” 
Amanda Stearns-Pfeiffer and Kristin Sovis address the imminent need to “bridge the gaps” created by clashes 
between theory and practice, which covers all four emphases.  In “Collaboration Fosters Hope,” Nicole Sieben and 
Gordon Hultberg prove that CEL is a place where leaders foster meaningful professional relationships that have a 
lasting impact on student learning experiences, underscoring the emphases on capacity building in particular. Donna 
Pasternak and her writing partners in Milwaukee make a compelling case for allowing teachers to drive their own 
professional development in “Leading and Learning from Within,” which was selected by NCTE liaisons for free access 
beyond ELQ due to its alignment with NCTE goals. 
 
Oona Marie Abrams, Editor 
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Language Arts (LA) 
 
Language Arts (http://www.ncte.org/journals/la) is a professional journal for elementary and middle school teachers 
and teacher educators. It provides a forum for discussions on all aspects of language arts learning and teaching, 
primarily as they relate to children in pre-kindergarten through the eighth grade. Issues discuss both theory and 
classroom practice, highlight current research, and review children's and young adolescent literature, as well as 
classroom and professional materials of interest to language arts educators. (Published September, November, 
January, March, May, and July) 
 

Issue Theme Date Manuscripts Percent 
Published 

Commentaries Percent 
Published 

  Submitted Published  Submitted Published  

The Body Literate Sept. 
2015 

14 3 21.43 % 0 0 n/a 

Teacher 
Performance 
Assessment 

Nov. 
2015 4 2 50 % 

0 
 

3 
*invited 

n/a 

Insights and 
Inquiries (Open) 

Jan. 
2016 

40 4 10 % 0 0 n/a 

Common Core, 
Rotton Core, Part II 

March 
2016 

11 3  27.27 % 9 5 55.56 % 

Biliteracy May 
2016 

20 3 15 % 0 0 n/a 

Insights and 
Inquiries (Open) 

July 
2016 36 3 8.33 % 0 0 n/a 

Totals  125 18  9 8  

Average    22.01 %   55.56 % 

 
New additions to Language Arts:   

 Conversation Currents/Podcasts posted on website and on iTunes 

 Interactive video Conversation Currents 

 Active Facebook page (1400+ “Likes”) 

 Implementations of short commentaries 

 Consideration of multimedia ethics 

 Increased digital features for electronic issues 
 
Upcoming Issues of Language Arts 
 
Volume 93: 

Issue 1: The Body Literate—September 2015  

Issue 2:  GUEST EDITED (Mark Conley & Robyn Seglem) 

Teacher Performance Assessment—November 2015   

Issue 3:  Insights and Inquiries (Open)—January 2016  

Issue 4: Common Core, Rotten Core, part II—March 2016 

Issue 5: GUEST EDITED (Mileidis Gort & Iliana Reyes)  

Biliteracy—May 2016 

Issue 6-  Insights and Inquiries (Open)—July 2016  

  
The incoming editors (first issue: September 2016, Volume 94): Wanda Brooks (Temple University), Denise Davila 
(University of Nevada–Las Vegas), Jonda McNair (Clemson University), and Kelly Wissman (University at Albany)  
languagearts@ncte.org. 
 
Volume 94:  
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Issue 1: Viewpoints and Visions—September 2016 
Issue 2: Diverse Books: Windows, Mirrors, Doors, Maps, and More—November 2016 
Issue 3: “Tweens”: Too Old for This, Too Young for That!—January 2017 
Issue 4: Viewpoints and Visions—March 2017 
Issue 5: Trauma, Loss, and Literacies—May 2017 
Issue 6: Viewpoints and Visions—July 2017 
 
Active Calls for Manuscripts in Upcoming Issues 
  
94.2 
  
Diverse Books: Windows, Mirrors, Doors, Maps, and More 
Fifty years after Nancy Larrick lamented “The All-White World of Children’s Books,” statistics collected by the 
Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC) continue to document the paucity of literature for youth featuring 
characters of color.  Acclaimed authors Walter Dean Myers and Christopher Myers published widely read editorials 
bemoaning the missed opportunities for all children to experience richer and more accurate representations of the 
world, while the “We Need Diverse Books” campaign has raised further awareness of the need for books that reflect 
and inspire broader cartographies of the imagination.  In this issue, we ask: Why do we need diverse books? Who 
needs diverse books? How do diverse books matter in schools and communities? What makes a book “diverse” in 
these times? What roles can publishers, authors, and educators play in responding to these calls for diverse books? 
What theoretical frameworks can help us understand the roots of this problem and how to address it?  How are 
teacher educators preparing prospective teachers to incorporate and teach diverse books? 
  
94.3 
  
“Tweens”: Too Old for This, Too Young for That! 
For this issue, we plan to explore the literacy experiences of children between the ages of 9-12. This demographic 
has been previously defined as upper elementary, middle grades, preteens as well as the current and, sometimes, 
frowned upon label of ‘tweens.’ Despite the name, however, we wonder whether subtleties exists within how 
literacy teachers instruct students falling in this developmental range? Are today’s tweens much different than those 
referred to as simply upper elementary students from decades ago? Are tween boys similar to tween girls when 
their literacy interests and practices are taken into account? What other considerations across class, ethnicity, etc. 
emerge as salient for this age group? For example, how do teachers and librarians decide upon developmental 
distinctions when selecting children’s versus young adult literature for tweens? We are also interested in how 
students in this age range read, write and engage in as literacy outside of schools? How do writers view the tween 
audience as readers? In what ways are tweens marketed to in terms of their literacy interests and practices? 
  
94.4 
  
Viewpoints and Visions 
 For this unthemed issue, we invite manuscript submissions that offer a variety of viewpoints and visions related to 
language arts across multiple settings and modalities.  What topics, concerns, or issues do you think are important 
to today’s readers of Language Arts?  What kinds of theoretical lenses have you applied to your inquiry work to 
increase our collective understandings of language arts instruction? How does your research illustrate the range of 
ways in which young people are engaged with the language arts? What trends do you see in the field of language 
arts? What innovative literacy practices do you see in the diverse spaces of classrooms and community settings? 
Within a digital age, how are our understandings of children’s literature, writing instruction, and literacy learning 
shifting? These are just a few of the many questions that can be explored in this issue. Join us in crafting an 
assortment of articles that helps to expand our viewpoints and visions about language arts.  
  
94. 5 
Trauma, Loss, and Literacies 
For this issue of Language Arts, we seek manuscripts exploring how traumatic events and experiences are storied 
within spaces of teaching and learning. What happens when children share or read stories of loss, economic 
hardship, and/or trauma? How are students drawing on multiple modalities to express these stories or their 
responses to them? What responsibilities do educators have to those who share trauma narratives and to those who 



witness the narratives? How do collective experiences of traumatic events (e.g., police shootings, environmental 
disasters) find expression in the language arts classroom? What happens when these stories are silenced? How do 
educational institutions, assessment practices, and curricula serve as sites of struggle and loss for students? In this 
issue, we also invite authors to write about how the language arts can serve as sites of possibility and hope for 
students experiencing trauma and loss. 
  
94.6 
Poetry 
  
For this issue, we are interested in exploring the reading, writing, teaching, and performing of poetry. Recently, 
nonfiction has received increased attention, largely due to the implementation of the Common Core State Standards, 
but poetry, often a neglected genre, deserves attention as well. Poetry has the potential to awaken the senses, 
sharpen language skills, and inspire political activism. Questions to pose related to poetry include: Which pedagogical 
practices successfully engage children in reading and responding to poetry in meaningful ways and across the 
content areas? How can poetry titles be utilized to support children in writing poetry themselves? How have poetry 
books evolved over time? For instance, a number of recently published books by Joyce Sidman and Douglas Florian 
include nonfiction information along with the poems. What might content analyses of poetry books by poets such 
as Janet Wong, Pat Mora, Marilyn Nelson, and others (e.g., past recipients of the NCTE Excellence in Poetry for 
Children Award) uncover? What are children’s poetry preferences and how are they shaped by the books teachers 
select, read aloud, and make available? How are young poets finding expression and reaching audiences with digital 
tools, multimedia platforms, and spoken word events?  How do young people orchestrate multiple modalities when 
crafting and performing poems? 
  
Peggy Albers, Caitlin McMunn Dooley, Amy Seely Flint, Teri Holbrook, Laura May, Co-Editors  
Rebecca Rohloff Barria and Michelle Golden, Editorial Assistants 
 
  



Research in the Teaching of English (RTE) 
 
Research in the Teaching of English (http://www.ncte.org/journals/rte) is the flagship research journal of the 
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) in the United States. It is a broad-based, multidisciplinary journal 
composed of original research articles and short scholarly essays on a wide range of topics significant to those 
concerned with the teaching and learning of languages and literacies around the world, both in and beyond schools 
and universities. Published August, November, February, and May. 
 
Currently housed at Michigan State University and Northeastern University, the editorial team includes co-editors 
Ellen Cushman and Mary M. Juzwik and assistant editors Amanda Smith, who works as production editor; Cori 
McKenzie, who handles manuscript intake and reviewer assignments; and Kevin Smith, who handles special projects 
and daily journal tasks. Our team works closely with Kurt Austin and Rona Smith at NCTE. 
 
Submissions 
 
Submissions to RTE fall into one of two categories: (1) full-length articles or (2) Forum pieces. Full-length articles 
typically present empirical research (broadly defined) and analyze or interpret data generated by authors using sound 
and vigorous research methodologies. RTE also publishes various sorts of essays in the forum. Following an essayist 
genre, the forums are often solicited from leading scholars in the field. All forum essays, including solicited papers, 
undergo peer review. 
 
The table below provides a summary of data on RTE's internal operation between July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015. RTE 
has continued to receive a high number of submissions since we assumed the editorship in August, 2012: we 
received 202 submissions this calendar year (compare with 65 submissions reported by the previous editorial team, 
received from July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012). 
 
Table 1: Manuscript Summary Report 

 Manuscripts received In Process Accepted Withdrawn 

Articles & Forums 
 

   

Overall 202 81 9 5 

U.S.A 123 81 9 5 

Non-U.S.A 79 62 0 0 

Articles Only     

Overall 176 112 7 5 

U.S.A 106 68 7 5 

Non-U.S.A 70 44 0 0 

 
Increasing Impact of RTE 
 
We have worked to increase the impact factor of RTE in numerous ways. We are vigorously recruiting manuscripts at 
national and international conferences, including the annual meetings of NCTE, LRA, AERA, and CCCC; the biennial 
meeting of the International Association for the Improvement of Mother Tongue Education; and the triennial Writing 
Research Across Borders Conference, both in 2013. The following are some indicators of the impact the Journal is 
making: 

http://www.ncte.org/journals/rte


 For fiscal year 2015 (July 2014 — June 2015), RTE's circulation was 2,313. Of those, 1,811 were regular print 
subscriptions and 502 were Green, electronic-only subscriptions. 

 The annual income for RTE continues to exceed $100k: total income for the journal for FY15 was $101,900 
(compared to $105,035 for the previous fiscal year, and $106,171 for what we'd budgeted to make in 
FY15). So, only a slight decrease (-3%) from the previous year and -4% less than was budgeted for this 
year. 

 RTE continues to be widely sought out, making $463 in back-issue sales, exceeding the projected income of 
$250; RTE also made $940 in permissions fees, close to the projected income of $1,000. 

 RTE received manuscripts (articles and forums) from 25 different countries, including 79 manuscripts 
from outside the U.S. (39.1% of all manuscripts received). 

 
Special Projects 
 
Abstract Translations 
To support our vision of increasing the global presence of the journal, we have been piloting a translation project for 
article abstracts in the 49th volume year, beginning with Issue 49.1 (August 2014). Translations in the past year 
were completed for the following languages: Arabic, French, German, Hindi, Korean, Mandarin, Russian and Spanish. 
It has been a challenge recruiting and retaining translators, and we are continuing to seek funding and incentives 
to interest colleagues in this work. 
 
Purves Award 
The Alan C. Purves Award is presented annually to the author(s) of the Research in the Teaching of English article 
from the previous year's volume judged as likely to have the greatest impact on educational practice. As editors, 
we have established a timeline and procedure for the formation of the committee that selects the award 
recipient(s). A timeline for the award process follows: 
 

 Editors appoint an Editorial Board member to form the committee (another Editorial Board member, a 
practicing teacher, and a graduate student/assistant professor in the field) and outlines the task (February-
March, 2015) 

 Committee reviews articles, deliberates, prepares recommendation (April-June, 2015) 

 Committee sends recommendation to NCTE (June 15, 2015) 

 Editors announce Purves Award winner at NCTE Conference (November, 2015) 

 RTE publishes Purves Award announcement (issue 50.3, February, 2016) 
 
This year's awards committee was chaired by editorial board member Mariana Souto-Manning (Columbia University) and 
also included editorial board member Gerald Campano (University of Pennsylvania) as well as classroom teacher, 
Kim Parker. 
 
This year's winning article was "Using Translation to Drive Conceptual Development for Students Becoming 
Literate in English as an Additional Language" by Robert T. Jimenez, Sam David, Keenan Fagan, Victoria J. Risko, 
Mark Pacheco, Lisa Pray (Vanderbilt University), and Mark Gonzales (Carson-Newman University). The award 
committee also recognized Gholnecsar E. Muhammad's (Georgia State University) article, "Searching for Full 
Vision: Writing Representations of African American Adolescent Girls," as the distinguished recipient of an 
honorable mention. 
 
Capacity Building for Scholarly Writing in the Field 
Building on our efforts from previous volume years to build capacity for research and scholarly writing in the field 
(see volume 48, issue 2, for example, a list of Ten Tips for Authors), we piloted a workshop at the Michigan State 
University Literacy Colloquy in Fall 2014, titled "Navigating the Journal Publication Process." Mary Juzwik, Ellen 
Cushman, Kati Macaluso, and Esther Milu led the workshop, which was well-attended and enthusiastically 
received. Building on the success of that workshop, and at the encouragement of the NCTE Standing Committee on 
Research, we will take this workshop on the road to NCTE this fall. This panel, re-titled "Demystifying Writing for 
Publication from the Inside-Out: Learning from New Scholars' Research in the Teaching of English Manuscripts and 
Reviews" will be led by RTE editor Ellen Cushman, former assistant editor Kati Macaluso, and current assistant editor 



Cori McKenzie will lead the panel at the 2015 NCTE Conference. The panel will also feature graduate student 
authors who have published in RTE as well as RTE reviewers. The session will be held from 8:00 AM to 9:15 AM 
on Saturday, November 21, 2015. 
 
RTE/Research Assembly Panel at 2014 NCTE Conference 
During the 2014 NCTE annual conference, RTE co-editors Mary Juzwik and Ellen Cushman hosted a Featured 
Research session titled "A Dialogue about Literacy Educational Practice and Research in the Teaching of English(es): 
Emerging Directions and Possibilities." It was a featured session in the Day of Research, sponsored by the Standing 
Committee on Research, with whom we have been staying in close contact about our activities. The roundtable 
featured scholars and literacy educators leading discussions about exciting areas of work related to English language 
arts teaching and learning in pre-K-12 schools, post-secondary colleges and universities, and community settings. 
The session culminated by Deborah Brandt leading a summative discussion about the session. The tables were 
packed and we estimate an attendance of at least 100, quite possibly more. Roundtable talks featured in the session 
were further developed by presenters and have led to RTE submissions. 
 
Ellen Cushman and Mary M Juzwik, Co-Editors 
  



Talking Points (TP) 
 
Talking Points (http://www.ncte.org/journals/tp) is published by WLU, the Whole Language Umbrella, a conference 
of NCTE. Talking Points helps promote literacy research and the use of whole language instruction in classrooms. It 
provides a forum for parents, classroom teachers, and researchers to reflect about literacy and learning. (Published 
semiannually, October and May.) 
 
Talking Points journal published two issues beginning July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015. The October 2014 issue 
was “English as a New Language” and the May 2015 issue was on “Exploring and Understanding Literacy.”  Beginning 
with the May 2015 issue we decided to offer non-themed topics for the journal as a strategy for increasing the 
number of manuscripts submitted.  
 
We received eleven submissions for October 2014 issue and published three of them, which made an acceptance 
rate of 27%. One of the three authors is a professor, one is a doctoral student, and one teaches ESOL at a correctional 
institution. In addition, Stephen Krashen wrote a piece about the Common Core Standards.  We received eleven 
submissions for May 2015 issue and published three of them, an acceptance rate of 27%. One out of three authors 
is a professor, one is a doctoral student, and one is a classroom teacher/site coordinator.  One article was held to 
publish in the October 2015 issue.  In total, we received 22 submissions from July 1, 2014 to May 1, 2015 and 
published 7 articles. Our average acceptance rate this year is 27%.  
 
The “Professional Resource Section” section continues to be authored by Kathryn Mitchell Pierce and the Talking 
Points Professional Book Club.  It includes reviews of whole language resources and tools and related mini-articles. 
For example, the May 2015 issue included a short article by Korina Jocson titled Why View Literacy as Connected to 
Democracy and Social Justice? 
 
We are fortunate to have many professional people volunteering to serve. We had 23 reviewers for October 2014 
issue, while 22 reviewers served for May 2015 issue. Altogether, 45 reviewers committed to our journal this year. 
They are professors, teachers, and graduate students. We asked both a professor and a graduate student/teacher 
to review each submission.  
 
We supplied detailed feedback to the rejected submissions and also sent reviewers’ comments and suggestions to 
the authors (without reviewers’ identified information). We advised our submitters about other places for 
submission if they were rejected.  
 
We have set the call for the October 2015 issue:  Inquiring with Whole Language Practices.  Each of the editors has 
been supported by graduate assistants, Amanda Wand, Sally Gilbreth, and Megan Anderson, who assisted with the 
editorial process as well as the continued support of Rona Smith at NCTE.   
 
We are still pursuing an upgrade to an online submission system. Although we understand that comes at a cost, we 
believe an online submission format would streamline the editing process. 
 
Sally Brown and Deborah MacPhee, Co-Editors 
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Teaching English in the Two-Year College (TETYC) 
 
Teaching English in the Two-Year College (http://www.ncte.org/journals/tetyc), the journal of the Two-Year College 
English Association (TYCA), is for instructors of English in two-year colleges as well as for teachers of first- and second-
year composition in four-year institutions. TETYC publishes theoretical and practical articles on composition, 
developmental studies, technical and business communication, literature, creative expression, language, and the 
profession. Published September, December, March, and May.  
 
In 2015, I have shepherded three issues into publication: March 2015, May 2015, and September 2015.  The 
December 2015 issue is in production. Thus far I have received 65 manuscript submissions during this calendar year, 
a pace that will result in 87 submissions for the year, compared to 90 manuscript submissions in 2014.  This seems 
to be the new expected level of submissions after several years of 110+ submissions.  I’m unsure of why this slide 
has occurred. 
. 
The flow of excellent book reviews continued in the capable hands of Annie Del Principe, Kingsborough Community 
College, and Holly Hassel, Associate Editor, has continued to contribute her Inquiry column essays in each issue.  I 
convened a norming session at CCCC15 and 20+ reviewers and I had a lively discussion focused on the review process.   
I will be planning a similar session for CCCC 16 with Holly Hassel. 
 
Reviewing continues to be efficient as all of it has been conducted electronically. Consulting readers have proven to 
be thorough and quite reliable in meeting deadlines; through an editorial call for new reviewers, I have added 
approximately a dozen new reviewers to my list of readers.  At this point, 100% of manuscripts are submitted 
electronically as well.  The acceptance rate is roughly 25%.  
 
My second term as editor concludes on December 31 with all manuscripts thereafter being directed to Holly Hassel.  
We have discussed transition issues and will continue to work together to guarantee continuity in the journal, but I 
expect to work with Rona Smith, the production editor, on the March and May 2016 issues.   I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
my ten years as editor, which has certainly been one of the highlights of my professional career. 
 
Jeff Sommers, Editor 
  

http://www.ncte.org/journals/tetyc


Voices from the Middle (VM) 
 
Voices from the Middle (http://www.ncte.org/journals/vm) offers articles on research and best practices in middle 
level reading, writing, speaking, and listening in the visual and language arts. Our mission is to be the cornerstone 
for the ongoing professional development of language arts educators. The journal is published four times each year 
(September, December, March, and May) and each issue is themed. 
 
Our mission is to serve as a cornerstone for the ongoing professional development of middle level language arts 
educators. We have completed our fourth year as co-editors for Voices from the Middle, publishing Volume 22 of 
the journal. The themes were Speaking and Listening, Blended Learning, Learning, Creating, and Sharing Information 
Across the Disciplines, and Deepening Student Interactions with Text.  This last issue was guest-edited by Denise 
Morgan. The electronic submission process through Editorial Manager continued to run smoothly, and we were 
pleased with the ease for both the editors and manuscript authors.  
 
In order to increase the space for teachers’ voices, we reduced the number of columns in 2013-14.  Barbara Moss of 
San Diego State University writes a column titled Young Adult Literature, focusing on themed informational and 
narrative books for middle school students, and Jeffrey Wilhelm writes the Coda column that provides further food 
for thought about the issue’s theme. Several features create a consistent online presence and extend each issue’s 
longevity and usefulness. We continue to receive strong positive feedback about them. Each issue features an online 
professional development guide that teachers and administrators can use for readings and discussion. The study 
guide features links to the Common Core State Standards, discussion questions, and a place for online comments.  
In addition, each article is accompanied by a podcast interview with one a journal editor and the article’s author.  
The study guide is written by Jennifer Miller of Hiram College. Her work on the study guide has been invaluable. The 
cover art for each edition is draw by a San Diego young artist, Alex Alejo. 
 
Each of us actively promotes VM at conferences, and among our professional colleagues across the country. We 
attended the Meet the Editors session and at last year’s annual conference, and regularly invite teachers and 
researchers at this and other conferences to submit manuscripts. We hope to continue to broaden the scope of the 
journal’s influence in the coming year, which is our final year of editorship. We have seen submissions steadily rise 
and are hopeful that the themed issues resonate with potential writers. The themes for Volume 23 are:  
 

 Motivation for Learning and Life 

  
 
We are excited seeing the growth of the journal, and are grateful to the NCTE staff who have supported us, especially 
Kurt Austin. We have found the transition after Carol Schanche’s retirement has been smooth. We congratulate Sara 
Kajder and Shelbie Witte, new editors for VM whose first issue will be in September 2016. 
 
In terms of number of manuscripts submitted and accepted, please see the following table.   
 

Issue Date Issue Theme Submitted 
Manuscripts 

Published 
Manuscripts 

Acceptance 
Rate 

September 
2014 

Speaking and Listening  33 10 30% 

December 
2014 

Blended Learning 23 5 21% 

March 2015 Learning, Creating, and Sharing 
Information Across the Disciplines 

28 8 28% 

May 2015 Deepening Student Interactions with 
Text 

25 7 28% 

TOTAL  109 30 27.5% 

 
Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, and Diane Lapp, Co-Editors 
 
 

http://www.ncte.org/journals/vm

